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Among the variety of social-political reconstructions of Persian-period Yehud, one "consensus" stands out -
one which states that the Jerusalem priesthood enjoyed a prominent level of authority, symbolized in the
Jerusalem temple. Unfortunately, this leads easily into conclusions of a theocracy in Yehud. The problem, in
part, is due to the immediate association of priests assumed to be authoritative with that of a theocratic
governing structure.

To address this problem, at least three aspects of Yehud's governing structure(s) require further attention: (1)
the social implications of a particular governing structure within a society; (2) the developments of a society
leading up to that governing structure; and (3) a clearly articulated definition of the term and concept of
theocracy. Since many scholars appear to depend upon a theocratic "structure" or "spirit" at some point in
their discussions of Persian-period Yehud, one would usualy expect to find a clear definition of theocracy.
Instead, a hasty and ill-equipped definition that seems to avoid addressing the social and political
complexities is often used.

The conclusion is that no power or political vacuum appears to have existed allowing the priesthood to claim
power in Yehud. The Persian empire did not allow territories to develop autonomous governing structures
(Chapter 2). The social, economic, and political realms of Yehud functioned within the framework of Persian
imperial administration (Chapter 3). And the term theocracy, when defined according to social-scientific
requirements (Chapter 4), does not accurately describe the social-political context of Yehud during the
Persian period (Chapter 5).
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From reader reviews:

Richard Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline A Theocratic
Yehud?: Issues of Government in a Persian Province (The Library of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Studies)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled A
Theocratic Yehud?: Issues of Government in a Persian Province (The Library of Hebrew Bible/Old
Testament Studies)is a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world in this book.

James Ellis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this A Theocratic Yehud?: Issues of Government in a Persian Province (The Library of Hebrew Bible/Old
Testament Studies), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Mark Armstrong:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. A Theocratic Yehud?: Issues of Government in a Persian Province (The Library of Hebrew
Bible/Old Testament Studies) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra
time problems.

Judith Bradshaw:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This A Theocratic Yehud?: Issues
of Government in a Persian Province (The Library of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Studies) is simple to
bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this



book.
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