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When I knew him, Barthelme was in his early forties. He died in 1989, at the age of 58. “The School,” which
appeared first in the 1976 collection, Amateurs, is one of Barthelme’s more accessible stories. To describe it
is to sound ridiculous: a very funny story about death and the negation of meaning, and the only story ever
written, by anyone, in which a resurrected gerbil is the bringer of hope. - Steven Polansky, Author of Dating
Miss Universe: Nine Stories

About the Author: Donald Barthelme published seventeen books, including four novels and a prize-winning
children's book. He was a longtime contributor to The New Yorker, winner of the National Book Award, a
director of PEN and the Authors Guild, and a member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and
Letters. He died in July of 1989.

About the Guest Editor: Steven Polansky was born in New York City. He was educated at Wesleyan,
Hollins, and Princeton. He has taught at St. Olaf College, Macalester, and the University of Minnesota. His
short fiction has appeared in The New Yorker, Harper’s, Glimmer Train, Best American Short Stories, New
England Review, and Minnesota Monthly. He has published two books: The Bradbury Report, a novel, and a
book of short stories, Dating Miss Universe, which won the Sandstone Prize and the Minnesota Book Award.
He has a wife, two sons, and a daughter. He lives in Wisconsin.

About the Publisher: Electric Literature is an independent publisher amplifying the power of storytelling
through digital innovation. Electric Literature’s weekly fiction magazine, Recommended Reading, invites
established authors, indie presses, and literary magazines to recommended great fiction. Once a month we
feature our own recommendation of original, previously unpublished fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled "The School" (Electric Literature's Recommended
Reading) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Livia Wilder:

The book untitled "The School" (Electric Literature's Recommended Reading) contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.

Denise Niemi:

This "The School" (Electric Literature's Recommended Reading) is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this "The School"
(Electric Literature's Recommended Reading) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Andrea Quirk:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular "The School" (Electric Literature's
Recommended Reading) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have "The School"
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