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The first classics in human history?the early works of literature, philosophy, and theology to which we have
returned throughout the ages?appeared in the middle centuries of the first millennium bce. The canonical
texts of the Hebrew scriptures, the philosophical writings of Plato and Aristotle, the Analects of Confucius
and the Daodejing, the Bhagavad Gita and the teachings of the Buddha?all of these works came down to us
from the compressed period of history that Karl Jaspers memorably named the Axial Age.

In The Axial Age and Its Consequences, Robert Bellah and Hans Joas make the bold claim that intellectual
sophistication itself was born worldwide during this critical time. Across Eurasia, a new self-reflective
attitude toward human existence emerged, and with it an awakening to the concept of transcendence. From
Axial Age thinkers we inherited a sense of the world as a place not just to experience but to investigate,
envision, and alter through human thought and action.

Bellah and Joas have assembled diverse scholars to guide us through this astonishing efflorescence of
religious and philosophical creativity. As they explore the varieties of theorizing that arose during the period,
they consider how these in turn led to utopian visions that brought with them the possibility of both societal
reform and repression. The roots of our continuing discourse on religion, secularization, inequality,
education, and the environment all lie in Axial Age developments. Understanding this transitional era, the
authors contend, is not just an academic project but a humanistic endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

The event that you get from The Axial Age and Its Consequences will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Axial Age and Its Consequences giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this kind of The Axial Age and Its Consequences instantly.

John McDole:

The particular book The Axial Age and Its Consequences has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
book.

Jamey Norton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Axial Age and Its Consequences e-
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The Axial Age and Its Consequences
as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Ana May:

This The Axial Age and Its Consequences is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Axial Age and Its
Consequences can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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