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The first book to explore the history, methods, and thinking behind sacrifice in the growing Santería faith

• Explains the animal sacrifice ceremony in step-by-step detail

• Shares the ancient African sacred stories that reveal the well-thought-out metaphysics and spirituality
behind the practice of animal sacrifice

• Chronicles the legal fight all the way to its 1993 U.S. Supreme Court victory to establish legal protection
for the Santería faith and its practitioners

Tackling the biggest controversy surrounding his faith, Santería priest Ócha’ni Lele explains for the first
time in print the practice and importance of animal sacrifice as a religious sacrament. Describing the animal
sacrifice ceremony in step-by-step detail, including the songs and chants used, he examines the thinking and
metaphysics behind the ritual and reveals the deep connections to the odu of the diloggún--the source of all
practices in this Afro-Cuban faith.

Tracing the legal battle spearheaded by Oba Ernesto Pichardo, head of the Church of the Lukumi of
Babaluaiye, over the right to practice animal sacrifice as a religious sacrament, Lele chronicles the fight all
the way to its 1993 U.S. Supreme Court victory, which established legal protection for the Santería faith and
its practitioners. Weaving together oral fragments stemming from the ancient Yoruba of West Africa, the
author reconstructs their sacred stories, or patakís, that demonstrate the well-thought-out metaphysics and
spirituality behind the practice of animal sacrifice in the Yoruba and Santería religion, including explanations
about why each animal can be regarded as food for both humans and the orisha as well as how sacrifice is
not limited to animals.

Shedding light on the extraordinary global growth of this religion over the past 50 years, Lele’s guide to the
sacrificial ceremonies of Santería enables initiates to learn proper ceremony protocol as well as gives
outsiders a glimpse into this most secretive world of the santeros.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sacrificial Ceremonies of
Santería: A Complete Guide to the Rituals and Practices is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jonathan Garcia:

The book untitled Sacrificial Ceremonies of Santería: A Complete Guide to the Rituals and Practices contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

May Chapa:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Sacrificial Ceremonies of Santería: A
Complete Guide to the Rituals and Practices is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Russell Fielder:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Sacrificial Ceremonies of Santería: A Complete Guide to the Rituals and Practices we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
that book Sacrificial Ceremonies of Santería: A Complete Guide to the Rituals and Practices. You can more
attractive than now.
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