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A detailed study of the history and usage of opium

• Explores the use of opium as a major healing herb and a popular relaxant

• Details the opium practices adhered to in the Chinese tradition

• Includes information on the suppression of opium by the modern pharmaceutical industry

Opium. The very sound of the word conjures images of secret rooms in exotic lands, where languid smokers
lounge dreamily in a blue haze of fragrant poppy smoke, inhaling from long bamboo pipes held over the ruby
flame of the jade lamp. Yet today very little accurate information is available regarding a substance that for
300 years was central to the lives of millions of people throughout the world.

In Opium Culture Peter Lee presents a fascinating narrative that covers every aspect of the art and craft of
opium use. Starting with a concise account of opium’s long and colorful history and the story of how it came
to be smoked for pleasure in China, Lee offers detailed descriptions of the growing and harvesting process;
the exotic inventory of tools and paraphernalia required to smoke opium as the Chinese did; its transition
from a major healing herb to a narcotic that has been suppressed by the modern pharmaceutical industry; its
connections to the I Ching, Taoism, and Chinese medicine; and the art, culture, philosophy, pharmacology,
and psychology of this longstanding Asian custom. Highlighted throughout with interesting quotes from
literary and artistic figures who were opium smokers, such as Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, Herman Melville,
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the text is studded with gems of long forgotten opium arcana and dispels
many of the persistent myths about opium and its users.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

This book untitled Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Rebecca Wheeler:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Daniel Campbell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Opium Culture: The Art
and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Edna Vachon:

This Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Opium
Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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