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A characteristic property of most, or perhaps al, proteinsis their ability to combine specifically and
reversibly with various substances. Well known examples are enzymes that bind substrates and inhibitors,
and antibodies that bind antigens. This book deals with lectins, a class of proteins that bind carbohydrates.
Another characteristic property of lectinsis that they agglutinate cells or precipitate polysaccharides and
glycoproteins. Thisis because lectins are polyvalent, i.e. each lectin molecule has at least two carbohydrate
binding sites to allow crosslinking between cells (by combining with sugars on their surfaces) or between
sugar containing macromolecules. The agglutinating and precipitating activities of lectins are very similar to
those of antibodies. They can likewise be specifically inhibited by low molecular weight compounds
(haptens), which in the case of lectins are sugars or sugar containing compounds (Fig. 1.1). Not surprisingly,
therefore, many of the methods used in lectin research are based on immunochemical techniques.
Nevertheless, lectins are different from antibodies in several important aspects. Many lectins are found in
plants, microorganisms and viruses, which do not synthesize immunoglobulins. In fact, they are found in
almost al living organisms (Table 1.1) and are not confined to specific organs or tissues. Another marked
difference between the two classes of compound is that antibodies are structurally similar, whereas lectins
are structurally diverse. In general, lectins are oligomeric proteins composed of subunits, usually with one
sugar binding site per subunit.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Crouch:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject L ectins suitable
to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Lectinsis the
main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of peoplein the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this guide. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Goldie Oleary:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find anew activity hereislook different
you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent al day every day to reading a e-book. The book Lectinsit is extremely good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

CeciliaMoore:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Lectins which is getting the e-
book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Ricky Bodkin:

Isit you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lectins can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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