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In 1997, after General Motors shuttered a massive complex of factories in the gritty industrial city of Flint,
Michigan, signs were placed around the empty facility reading, “Demolition Means Progress,” suggesting
that the struggling metropolis could not move forward to greatness until the old plants met the wrecking ball.
Much more than a trite corporate slogan, the phrase encapsulates the operating ethos of the nation’s
metropolitan leadership from at least the 1930s to the present. Throughout, the leaders of Flint and other
municipalities repeatedly tried to revitalize their communities by demolishing outdated and inefficient
structures and institutions and overseeing numerous urban renewal campaigns—many of which yielded only
more impoverished and more divided metropolises. After decades of these efforts, the dawn of the twenty-
first century found Flint one of the most racially segregated and economically polarized metropolitan areas in
the nation.

In one of the most comprehensive works yet written on the history of inequality and metropolitan
development in modern America, Andrew R. Highsmith uses the case of Flint to explain how the perennial
quest for urban renewal—even more than white flight, corporate abandonment, and other
forces—contributed to mass suburbanization, racial and economic division, deindustrialization, and political
fragmentation. Challenging much of the conventional wisdom about structural inequality and the roots of the
nation’s “urban crisis,” Demolition Means Progress shows in vivid detail how public policies and programs
designed to revitalize the Flint area ultimately led to the hardening of social divisions.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Demolition Means
Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America).
All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Donna Lacher:

This Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical
Studies of Urban America) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis
(Historical Studies of Urban America) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of
the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Danielle Deguzman:

This book untitled Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis
(Historical Studies of Urban America) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate
of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to increase



their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Demolition Means Progress:
Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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