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In the early Middle Ages, the greatest city in Europe was not Paris, London or Berlin but Constantinople,
capital of Byzantium. It was an article of faith that a saintly emperor, divinely appointed, had founded
Constantinople and that the city was as holy as Rome or Jerusalem. The Byzantine emperors assiduously
promoted the notion of a spiritual aura around the city. Thus, in 917, the emperor's regent wrote to the khan
of the Bulgars warning him not to attack Constantinople. He did not threaten the khan with military force,
but with the Virgin Mary who, as 'commander in chief of the city', would not take kindly to any assault. It
was with legends and beliefs like this that the emperors bolstered their power and wealth, and the myth was
central to the success of Constantinople and its empire for over a thousand years.

Although this is hardly the first history of Byzantium to be published, Jonathan Harris differentiates himself
by offering keen insight into the spiritual and mythic dimensions of Constantinople, key elements of the
city's history that have neglected until now. Constantinople: Capital of Byzantine is the first history of this
great empire to properly examine the intriguing interaction between the spiritual and the political, the
mythical and the actual. The result is an accessible and engaging account of a colorful and vital time in
human history, and a long overdue look at an awe-inspiring city in its heyday.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Austin Lawrence:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Constantinople: Capital of
Byzantium that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you are able to pick Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium become your own personal
starter.

Victoria Manson:

You will get this Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Herbert Mikula:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of this time.
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