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Going well beyond the masterful presentationof Buddhism in the bestselling The World's Religions, Huston
Smith and his premier student Philip Novak offer an expert, contemporary, yet highly readable and incisive
guide to the heart of this vibrantly diverse and rapidly growing tradition, one that has an increasing presence
and importance on the American scene. Smith is universally regarded as the leading authority on the world's
religious traditions, and Novak is an award-winning professor of world religions and a Buddhist practitioner
immersed in the contemporary worlds of American and Asian Buddhism.

Smith and Novak respectfully cover the essential teachings, practices, and historical development of
Buddhism in all its rich variety. Beginning with the life and legend of the Buddha, Buddhism explores core
Buddhist doctrines such as the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, nirvana, and emptiness. The authors
go on to discuss the split between Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism, the continued divisions of Mahayana
into Pure Land, Zen, and Tibetan Buddhism, and the confluence of Hinduism and Buddhism in India. The
second half of the book follows the global migration of Buddhism and its continuing diversification and
development in the West, especially in America. This compelling work by two great scholars -- a legendary
teacher and his long-time student and colleague -- is the most insightful, up-to-date, and accessible
introduction to this great and immensely appealing religious tradition available today.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

The book with title Buddhism: A Concise Introduction posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Gregory Jones:

The reason? Because this Buddhism: A Concise Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Myrtie Hammond:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Buddhism: A Concise Introduction
is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Dixie Santiago:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Buddhism: A Concise Introduction or even
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Buddhism: A Concise Introduction to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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