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Blue has a long and topsy-turvy history in the Western world. Once considered a hot color, it is now icy cool.
The ancient Greeks scorned it as ugly and barbaric, but most Americans and Europeans now pick it as their
favorite color. In this entertaining history, the renowned medievalist Michel Pastoureau traces the changing
meanings of blue from its rare appearances in prehistoric art to its international ubiquity today in blue jeans
and Gauloises cigarette packs.

Any history of color is, above all, a social history. Pastoureau investigates how the ever-changing role of
blue in society has been reflected in manuscripts, stained glass, heraldry, clothing, paintings, and popular
culture. Beginning with the almost total absence of blue from ancient Western art and language, the story
moves to medieval Europe. As people began to associate blue with the Virgin Mary, the color entered the
Church despite the efforts of chromophobic prelates. Blue was reborn as a royal color in the twelfth century
and functioned as a formidable political and military force through the French Revolution. As blue
triumphed in the modern era, new shades were created, and blue became the color of romance. Finally,
Pastoureau follows blue into contemporary times, when military clothing gave way to the everyday uniform
of blue jeans, and blue became the universal and unifying color of the Earth as seen from space.

With an exceptionally elegant design and strikingly illustrated with one hundred color plates, Blue tells the
fascinating history of our favorite color and the cultures that have hated it, loved it, and created great art with
it.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

Here thing why this kind of Blue: The History of a Color. are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Blue: The History of a Color. giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Blue: The History of a Color.. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of Blue: The History of a Color. in e-book can be your alternative.

Tom Johnson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Blue: The History of a
Color., you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Stan Smith:

The book untitled Blue: The History of a Color. contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Donna Dalessio:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Blue: The History of a
Color. which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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