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The system of numbering the years A.D. (Anni Domini, Years of the Lord) originated with Dionysius
Exiguus. Dionysius drafted a 95-year table of dates for Easter beginning with the year 532 A.D. Why
Dionysius chose the year that he did to number as '1' has been a source of controversy and speculation for
almost 1500 years. According to the Gospel of Luke (3.1; 3.23), Jesus was baptized in the 15th year of the
emperor Tiberius and was about 30 years old at the time. The 15th year of Tiberius was A.D. 29. If Jesus was
30 years old in A.D. 29, then he was born in the year that we call 2 B.C. Most ancient authorities dated the
Nativity accordingly.

Alden Mosshammer provides the first comprehensive study of early Christian methods for calculating the
date of Easter to have appeared in English in more than one hundred years. He offers an entirely new history
of those methods, both Latin and Greek, from the earliest such calculations in the late second century until
the emergence of the Byzantine era in the seventh century. From this history, Mosshammer draws the fresh
hypothesis that Dionysius did not calculate or otherwise invent a new date for the birth of Jesus, instead
adopting a date that was already well established in the Greek church. Mosshammer offers compelling new
conclusions on the origins of the Christian era, drawing upon evidence found in the fragments of Julius
Africanus, of Panodorus of Alexandria, and in the traditions of the Armenian church.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

The book untitled The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Helen Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Easter Computus and the Origins of
the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Rodriguez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Easter Computus and the Origins of the
Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies)
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that will.

Robert Bryant:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies)
we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must
like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early
Christian Studies). You can more attractive than now.
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