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What fueled the Victorian passion for hair-jewelry and memorial rings? When would an everyday object
metamorphose from commodity to precious relic? In Portable Property, John Plotz examines the new role
played by portable objects in persuading Victorian Britons that they could travel abroad with religious
sentiments, family ties, and national identity intact. In an empire defined as much by the circulation of
capital as by force of arms, the challenge of preserving Englishness while living overseas became a central
Victorian preoccupation, creating a pressing need for objects that could readily travel abroad as
personifications of Britishness. At the same time a radically new relationship between cash value and
sentimental associations arose in certain resonant mementoes--in teacups, rings, sprigs of heather, and
handkerchiefs, but most of all in books.

Portable Property examines how culture-bearing objects came to stand for distant people and places,
creating or preserving a sense of self and community despite geographic dislocation. Victorian novels--
because they themselves came to be understood as the quintessential portable property--tell the story of this
change most clearly. Plotz analyzes a wide range of works, paying particular attention to George Eliot's
Daniel Deronda, Anthony Trollope's Eustace Diamonds, and R. D. Blackmore's Lorna Doone. He also
discusses Thomas Hardy and William Morris's vehement attack on the very notion of cultural portability.
The result is a richer understanding of the role of objects in British culture at home and abroad during the
Age of Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move. Try to the actual book
Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when
you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Donald Farrell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Portable Property: Victorian Culture
on the Move reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Portable Property: Victorian Culture on
the Move as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Syble Mills:

This Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for
some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the
Move can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Pearl Minjares:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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