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The overriding lesson from history is that most irrigation-based civilizations fail. As we enter the third
millennium the question arises: Will ours be any different?

For 6,000 years, irrigation has ranked among the most powerful tools of human advancement. The story of
settled agriculture, the growth of cities, and the rise of early empires is, to no small degree, a story of
controlling water to make the land more prosperous and habitable. Pillar of Sand examines the history,
challenges, and pitfalls of irrigated agriculture — from ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia to twentieth-century
India and the United States. By unmasking the risks faced by irrigation-based societies — including water
scarcity, soil salinization, and conflicts over rivers — water specialist Sandra Postel connects the lessons of
the past with the challenge of making irrigation thrive into the twenty-first century and beyond. Protecting
rivers and vital ecosystems as the world aims to feed 8 billion people will require a doubling of water
productivity — getting twice as much benefit from each gallon removed from rivers, lakes, and aquifers.
Pillar of Sand points the way toward managing the growing competition for scarce water. And it lays out a
strategy for correcting a startling flaw of the modern irrigation age — its failure to better the lives of the
majority of the world's poorest farmers. Illustrations, maps
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Garcia:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Pillar of Sand: Can the Irrigation
Miracle Last? (Worldwatch Environmental Alert Series.) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Pillar of Sand: Can the Irrigation
Miracle Last? (Worldwatch Environmental Alert Series.) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Brandon Macdonald:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Pillar of Sand:
Can the Irrigation Miracle Last? (Worldwatch Environmental Alert Series.), you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.

Lise Callicoat:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be study. Pillar of Sand: Can the Irrigation Miracle Last?
(Worldwatch Environmental Alert Series.) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those
short spare time problems.
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