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Battalion 3/5 suffered the highest number of casualties in the war in Afghanistan. This is the story of one
platoon in that distinguished battalion.
 
Aware of U.S. plans to withdraw from the country, knowing their efforts were only a footprint in the sand,
the fifty Marines of 3rd Platoon fought in Sangin, the most dangerous district in all of Afghanistan. So heavy
were the casualties that the Secretary of Defense offered to pull the Marines out. Instead, they pushed
forward. Each Marine in 3rd Platoon patrolled two and a half miles a day for six months—a total of one
million steps—in search of a ghostlike enemy that struck without warning. Why did the Marines attack and
attack, day after day?  
 
Every day brought a new skirmish. Each footfall might trigger an IED. Half the Marines in 3rd Platoon
didn’t make it intact to the end of the tour. One Million Steps is the story of the fifty brave men who faced
these grim odds and refused to back down. Based on Bing West’s embeds with 3rd Platoon, as well as on
their handwritten log, this is a gripping grunt’s-eye view of life on the front lines of America’s longest war.
Writing with a combat veteran’s compassion for the fallen, West also offers a damning critique of the
higher-ups who expected our warriors to act as nation-builders—and whose failed strategy put American
lives at unnecessary risk.
 
Each time a leader was struck down, another rose up to take his place. How does one man instill courage in
another? What welded these men together as firmly as steel plates?
 
This remarkable book is the story of warriors caught between a maddening, unrealistic strategy and their
unswerving commitment to the fight. Fearsome, inspiring, and poignant in its telling, One Million Steps is
sure to become a classic, a unique and enduring testament to the American warrior spirit.
 
Praise for One Million Steps
 
“West shows the reality of modern warfare in a way that is utterly gripping.”—Max Boot, author of
Invisible Armies
 
“A gripping, boot-level account of Marines in Afghanistan during the bloody struggle with Taliban
fighters.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“One Million Steps transcends combat narrative: It is an epic of contemporary small-unit combat.”—Eliot A.
Cohen, author of Supreme Command
 
“A blistering assault on America’s senior military leadership.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“A heart-pounding portrayal . . . a compelling account of what these men endured.”—The Washington Post
 
“Stunning, sobering, and brilliantly written.”—Newt Gingrich
 
“One of the most intrepid military journalists, Bing West, delivers a heart-wrenching account of one



platoon’s fight.”—Bill Bennett, host of Morning in America
 
“Bing West has reconfirmed his standing as one of the most intrepid and insightful observers of America’s
wars. . . . One Million Steps reveals the essence of small-unit combat, the very soul of war.”—The Weekly
Standard
 
“A searing read, but it is one that all Americans should undertake. We send our sons into battle, and few
know what our warriors experience.”—The Washington Times

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sharyl Nettles:

Typically the book One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see,
this book very appropriate to you. The book One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Kathleen Duff:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War.

Wayne Hankinson:

This One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War is great publication for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having One Million Steps: A
Marine Platoon at War in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Evelyn Rogers:

Beside this kind of One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
One Million Steps: A Marine Platoon at War because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!
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