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In the first full-length study of the circumcision of Jesus, Andrew S. Jacobs turns to an unexpected
symbol—the stereotypical mark of the Jewish covenant on the body of the Christian savior—to explore how
and why we think about difference and identity in early Christianity.

Jacobs explores the subject of Christ's circumcision in texts dating from the first through seventh centuries of
the Common Era. Using a diverse toolkit of approaches, including the psychoanalytic, postcolonial, and
poststructuralist, he posits that while seeming to desire fixed borders and a clear distinction between self
(Christian) and other (Jew, pagan, and heretic), early Christians consistently blurred and destabilized their
own religious boundaries. He further argues that in this doubled approach to others, Christians mimicked the
imperial discourse of the Roman Empire, which exerted its power through the management, not the erasure,
of difference.

For Jacobs, the circumcision of Christ vividly illustrates a deep-seated Christian duality: the fear of and
longing for an other, at once reviled and internalized. From his earliest appearance in the Gospel of Luke to
the full-blown Feast of the Divine Circumcision in the medieval period, Christ circumcised represents a new
way of imagining Christians and their creation of a new religious culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Christ Circumcised: A
Study in Early Christian History and Difference (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). All type of
book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Arthur Bennett:

Why? Because this Christ Circumcised: A Study in Early Christian History and Difference (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other
book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Evelyn Nielson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Christ Circumcised: A Study in Early Christian History and
Difference (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Christ Circumcised: A Study in Early Christian History and Difference (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion).

Jimmy Dolce:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Christ Circumcised: A Study in Early
Christian History and Difference (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to
put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Christ



Circumcised: A Study in Early Christian History and Difference (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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