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A leading scholar explores the importance of physical objects and sensory experience in the practice of
religion.
 
Humans are needy. We need things: objects, keepsakes, stuff, tokens, knickknacks, bits and pieces, junk, and
treasure. We carry special objects in our pockets and purses, and place them on shelves in our homes and
offices. As commonplace as these objects are, they can also be extraordinary, as they allow us to connect
with the world beyond our skin.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects takes a fresh and much-needed approach to the study of that contentious
yet vital area of human culture: religion. Arguing that religion must be understood in the first instance as
deriving from rudimentary human experiences, from lived, embodied practices, S. Brent Plate asks us to put
aside, for the moment, questions of belief and abstract ideas. Instead, beginning with the desirous,
incomplete human body (symbolically evoked by “½”), he asks us to focus on five ordinary types of
objects—stones, incense, drums, crosses, and bread—with which we connect in our pursuit of religious
meaning and fulfillment.
 
As Plate considers each of these objects, he explores how the world’s religious traditions have put each of
them to different uses throughout the millennia. We learn why incense is used by Hindus at a celebration of
the goddess Durga in Banaras, by Muslims at a wedding ceremony in West Africa, and by Roman Catholics
at a Mass in upstate New York. Crosses are key not only to Christianity but to many Native American
traditions; in the symbolic mythology of Peru’s Misminay community, cruciform imagery stands for the
general outlay of the cosmos. And stones, in the form of cairns, grave markers, and monuments, are
connected with places of memory across the world.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects is a celebration of the materiality of religious life. Plate moves our
understanding of religion away from the current obsessions with God, fundamentalism, and science—and
toward the rich depths of this world, this body, these things. Religion, it turns out, has as much to do with our
bodies as our beliefs. Maybe even more.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this A History of Religion in 51/2 Objects: Bringing the
Spiritual to Its Senses.

Mildred Duncan:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book A History of Religion in 51/2 Objects: Bringing the
Spiritual to Its Senses. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book A History of Religion in 51/2 Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its
Senses. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Eula Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History of Religion in 51/2 Objects:
Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Hilary Winters:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the A
History of Religion in 51/2 Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses when you necessary it?
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