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The first Europeans to arrive in North America’s various regions relied on Native women to help them
navigate unfamiliar customs and places. This study of three well-known and legendary female cultural
intermediaries, Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea, examines their initial contact with Euro-Americans,
their negotiation of multinational frontiers, and their symbolic representation over time.

Well before their first contact with Europeans or Anglo-Americans, the three women’s societies of
origin—the Aztecs of Central Mexico (Malinche), the Powhatans of the mid-Atlantic coast (Pocahontas), and
the Shoshones of the northern Rocky Mountains (Sacagawea)—were already dealing with complex ethnic
tensions and social change. Using wit and diplomacy learned in their Native cultures and often assigned to
women, all three individuals hoped to benefit their own communities by engaging with the new arrivals. But
as historian Rebecca Kay Jager points out, Europeans and white Americans misunderstood female expertise
in diplomacy and interpreted indigenous women’s cooperation as proof of their attraction to Euro-American
men and culture. This confusion has created a historical misrepresentation of Malinche, Pocahontas, and
Sacagawea as gracious Indian princesses, giving far too little credit to their skills as intermediaries.

Examining their initial contact with Europeans and their work on multinational frontiers, Jager removes these
three famous icons from the realm of mythology and cultural fantasy and situates each woman’s behavior in
her own cultural context. Drawing on history, anthropology, ethnohistory, and oral tradition, Jager
demonstrates their shrewd use of diplomacy and fulfillment of social roles and responsibilities in pursuit of
their communities’ future advantage.

Jager then goes on to delineate the symbolic roles that Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea came to play in
national creation stories. Mexico and the United States have molded their legends to justify European
colonization and condemn it, to explain Indian defeat and celebrate indigenous prehistory. After hundreds of
years, Malinche, Pocahontas and Sacagawea are still relevant. They are the symbolic mothers of the
Americas, but more than that, they fulfilled crucial roles in times of pivotal and enduring historical change.
Understanding their stories brings us closer to understanding our own histories.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

This Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea: Indian Women as
Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Malinche, Pocahontas, and
Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols can bring if you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and
National Symbols having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Pamela Edmonds:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea: Indian Women
as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols as the daily resource information.

Chris Moore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Malinche, Pocahontas, and
Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Malinche, Pocahontas, and
Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols become your own personal
starter.

Gloria Taylor:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this



modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Malinche, Pocahontas, and Sacagawea: Indian Women as Cultural Intermediaries and National Symbols
when you needed it?
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