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A central theme in the history of Old Regime authorship highlights the opportunities offered by a growing
book trade to writers seeking to free themselves from patrons and live "by the pen." Accounts of this passage
from patronage to market have explored in far greater detail the opportunities themselves—the rising sums
paid by publishers and the progression of laws protecting literary property—than how and why writers would
have seized on them, no doubt because the choice to do so has seemed an obvious or natural one for writers
assumed to prefer economic self-sufficiency over elite protection.

In The Literary Market, Geoffrey Turnovsky claims that there was nothing obvious or natural about the
choice. Writers had been involved in commercial book publication since the earliest days of the printing
press, yet had not necessarily linked these activities with their freedom to think and write. The association of
autonomy and professionalism was forged, not given. Analyzing the literary market as a key articulation of
the association, Turnovsky explores how in eighteenth-century polemics a rhetoric of commercial authorship
came to signify independence for intellectuals. He finds the roots of the connection not in the claims of
entrepreneurial writers to rights and income but in a world to which that of the modern author has been
contrasted: the aristocratic culture of the seventeenth century. Aristocratic culture, he argues, generated a
disparaging view of the professional author as one defined by activities tainting him or her as greedy and
arrogant and therefore unworthy of protection and socially isolated. The Literary Market examines the story
of the "birth of the author" in terms of the revalorization of this negative trope in Enlightenment-era debates
about the radically changing role of writers in society.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

This The Literary Market: Authorship and Modernity in the Old Regime (Material Texts) tend to be reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Literary Market:
Authorship and Modernity in the Old Regime (Material Texts) can be among the great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Literary Market: Authorship
and Modernity in the Old Regime (Material Texts) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

William Smith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Literary Market: Authorship and Modernity in the Old Regime (Material Texts).

Harry Anderson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Literary Market: Authorship and Modernity in the
Old Regime (Material Texts), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

David Conover:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Literary Market:
Authorship and Modernity in the Old Regime (Material Texts) which is having the e-book version. So , why



not try out this book? Let's see.
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