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John S. 'Slew' McCain was an old-school sailor. Wiry, profane, a cusser and a gambler, he reminded more
than one observer of 'Popeye.' He was also a pioneer in the hard-hitting naval tactics that brought Imperial
Japan to its knees.

McCain graduated from Annapolis in 1906 and served aboard an armored cruiser in World War I. Espying
the future of naval warfare, he earned his aviation wings in 1936 and by 1939 was commander of the aircraft
carrier, USS Ranger. He was thus well placed to provide a leading role in America's cut and thrust war with
the Japanese across the broad expanses of the Pacific. In 1942 he was made commander of all land-based
aircraft during the campaign for Guadalcanal. Though he took his share of blame for the disaster at Savo
Island, he counterattacked with every means at his disposal, to the point of commandeering the planes of the
crippled carriers Enterprise and Saratoga to reinforce U.S. strength on Henderson Field.

Throughout the war, McCain prioritized fighters and single-seat dive-bombers as the best weapons to
directly attack the enemy. By the time the U.S. returned to the Philippines, McCain was leading a fast carrier
task force under William 'Bull' Halsey. When asked what he thought about his carrier commander, Halsey
replied,"Not much more than my right arm." At the Philippines, Okinawa, and finally up to the very coastline
of Japan, McCain's carrier group destroyed thousands of enemy planes and hundreds of ships with
aggressive, swarming tactics. When the Empire formally surrendered on the battleship Missouri, McCain
was in the first row of U.S. officers looking on.

After Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945, McCain flew back to his home in the U.S., and died in his
bed the next day-perhaps from heart failure but more probably from exhaustion. His name has lived on,
however, through his son, John S. McCain II, who became commander of U.S. naval forces in the Pacific,
1968-72 (the first father and son four-star admirals in U.S. history), and his grandson, John S. McCain III, a
carrier pilot who became the one of the longest held U.S. POW during the Vietnam War and currently serves
as a U.S. Senator from Arizona.

Drawing upon a wealth of primary sources, including information provided by the McCain family, as well as
an expert grasp of the titanic battles waged by the U.S. armed forces in the Pacific, Alton Keith Gilbert has
provided the fullest account of the first Admiral John McCain's life yet written. An unconventional leader,
Slew McCain's career was marked by courage and innovation, as he emerged from World War II as one of
America's greatest combat leaders.

REVIEWS

"... warts and all biography of an engaging and accomplished man... a good read and Alton Gilbert has done
excellent spadework. I am sure other readers will agree with me that our appetite has been whetted for yet



more information on the feisty John Sidney McCain." Proceedings Magazine, Naval Institute Press 02/2007

.."Most people...do not know that McCain's grandfather was also an admiral. ...As I was to discover, in the
pantheon of WWII Naval leaders, John Sidney McCain ranks right up there with William Haskey, Raymond
Spruance and Marc Mitcher...Provides a fairly complete picture of a remarkable combat leader who deserves
to be better known thank he is... for those who enjoy narrative history and biographies, and who appreciate
military history..." The Weekly Standard, 06/2007

"...A must read for anyone who desires to learn about another one of the great admirals of WWII."Naval War
College,8/2007

"...portrait of a remarkable man who played a key role in winning the Pacific Theater in WWII... contains a
useful index and many interesting photographs...Senator McCain wrote the forward to this book, is clearly
proud of Slew, for good reason."Virginia Pilot Newspaper 10/2007

"... an overdue and rich tribute to a staunch American naval hero..."WWII Quarterly Vol 4 Number 3 2007

"...a most readable biography suitable for a general readership and especially for World War II Naval History
buffs.... represents a long overdue consideration of one of America's most important World War II
Admirals."Military History of the West, 12/2008
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

The actual book A Leader Born: The Life of Admiral John Sidney McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jerry Hernandez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be A
Leader Born: The Life of Admiral John Sidney McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander.

Amanda Furr:

This A Leader Born: The Life of Admiral John Sidney McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Leader Born: The Life of Admiral John Sidney
McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Nancy Lundy:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book A Leader Born: The Life of
Admiral John Sidney McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander to make your own reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book A Leader Born: The Life of Admiral John
Sidney McCain, Pacific Carrier Commander can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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