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Paradise in Ashes is a deeply engaged and moving account of the violence and repression that defined the
murderous Guatemalan civil war of the 1980s. In this compelling book, Beatriz Manz—an anthropologist
who spent over two decades studying the Mayan highlands and remote rain forests of Guatemala—tells the
story of the village of Santa María Tzejá, near the border with Mexico. Manz writes eloquently about
Guatemala's tortured history and shows how the story of this village—its birth, destruction, and
rebirth—embodies the forces and conflicts that define the country today.

Drawing on interviews with peasants, community leaders, guerrillas, and paramilitary forces, Manz creates a
richly detailed political portrait of Santa María Tzejá, where highland Maya peasants seeking land settled in
the 1970s. Manz describes these villagers' plight as their isolated, lush, but deceptive paradise became one of
the centers of the war convulsing the entire country. After their village was viciously sacked in 1982,
desperate survivors fled into the surrounding rain forest and eventually to Mexico, and some even further, to
the United States, while others stayed behind and fell into the military's hands. With great insight and
compassion, Manz follows their flight and eventual return to Santa María Tzejá, where they sought to rebuild
their village and their lives.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope
(California Series in Public Anthropology).

Donna Wood:

The book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in
Public Anthropology) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of
Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a publication Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey
of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Christopher Mueller:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage,
Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve
Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public
Anthropology) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public
Anthropology). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Carole Houston:

This Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public
Anthropology) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror,



and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) can be the light food for you because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style
for your better life and also knowledge.
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