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For over two hundred years, the Catskill Mountains have been repeatedly and dramatically transformed by
New York City. In Making Mountains, David Stradling shows the transformation of the Catskills landscape
as a collaborative process, one in which local and urban hands, capital, and ideas have come together to
reshape the mountains and the communities therein. This collaboration has had environmental, economic,
and cultural consequences.

Early on, the Catskills were an important source of natural resources. Later, when New York City needed to
expand its water supply, engineers helped direct the city toward the Catskills, claiming that the mountains
offered the purest and most cost-effective waters. By the 1960s, New York had created the great reservoir
and aqueduct system in the mountains that now supplies the city with 90 percent of its water.

The Catskills also served as a critical space in which the nation's ideas about nature evolved. Stradling
describes the great influence writers and artists had upon urban residents - especially the painters of the
Hudson River School, whose ideal landscapes created expectations about how rural America should appear.
By the mid-1800s, urban residents had turned the Catskills into an important vacation ground, and by the late
1800s, the Catskills had become one of the premiere resort regions in the nation.

In the mid-twentieth century, the older Catskill resort region was in steep decline, but the Jewish "Borscht
Belt" in the southern Catskills was thriving. The automobile revitalized mountain tourism and residence, and
increased the threat of suburbanization of the historic landscape. Throughout each of these significant
incarnations, urban and rural residents worked in a rough collaboration, though not without conflict, to
reshape the mountains and American ideas about rural landscapes and nature.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Garcia:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Making Mountains: New York City and the
Catskills (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or acceptable book with you?

Ross Turner:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Making Mountains: New York City and the
Catskills (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Peter Singleton:

Typically the book Making Mountains: New York City and the Catskills (Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Carmine Caulfield:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book Making Mountains: New York City and the Catskills (Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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