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To some he was a Robin Hood, a mythic figure of righteous retribution.

To others he was the devil incarnate, a bloodthirsty hooligan and cold-blooded killer.

The disparity between these views of the outlaw Jesse James is often attributed to an almost invisible line
between marauding Missouri guerrilla bands of the Civil War and the general lawlessness that plagued the
Old West.

The beginning of the legend of the James brothers, which began in 1866 - the first successful peacetime
daylight bank robbery - is somewhat murky. But once their careers in crime commenced, the James brothers
eluded capture for sixteen years, until Jesse was killed in 1882 by Bob and Charlie Ford while the three of
them planned the robbery of the Platte City Bank. Frank was never apprehended but surrendered voluntarily
to the governor of Missouri. Since then the exploits of the James gang have become legendary.

Frank and Jesse James is a complete account of the James brothers during the Civil War, the following
sixteen years of notoriety, and the lives of those who outlived Jesse. Yeatman has created a thoroughly
documented popular narrative. Also included are dozens of heretofore unpublished illustrations and
photographs of the people, places, and artifacts associated with the notorious brothers.

Ted Yeatman began researching this book twenty-five years ago, reviewing materials in Missouri,
Tennessee, Maryland, Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia, Minnesota, Illinois, and the District of Columbia.
He discovered items that had never been published, particularly a cache of Pinkerton letters concerning the
firebombing of the James farm in 1875 (somewhat analogous to the FBI's role in the Branch Davidian crisis
near Waco, Texas, in 1993) and heretofore overlooked papers in the National Archives regarding the Civil
War activities and later banditry of the James brothers. Yeatman also assisted in the 1995 exhumation and
forensic examination of the remains of Jesse.

The result is a complete account of the James brothers during the Civil War, the following sixteen years of
notoriety, and the lives of those who outlived Jesse. Yeatman has created a thoroughly documented popular
narrative that will be satisfying both to readers who know little or nothing about the James brothers and those
who have read everything. Also included are dozens of heretofore unpublished illustrations and photographs
of the people, places, and artifacts associated with the notorious brothers.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Smith:

The actual book Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Ricardo Bishop:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Ettie Hardcastle:

This Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend is great reserve for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Frank
and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that?

Fanny Rutledge:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book Frank and Jesse James, 2E: The Story Behind the Legend. You can more inviting than now.
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