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With characteristic originality and insight, Trudier Harris-Lopez offers a new and challenging approach to
the work of African American writers in these twelve previously unpublished essays. Collectively, the essays
show the vibrancy of African American literary creation across several decades of the twentieth century. But
Harris-Lopez's readings of the various texts deliberately diverge from traditional ways of viewing traditional
topics.

South of Tradition focuses not only on well-known writers such as Zora Neale Hurston, Ralph Ellison, James
Baldwin, and Richard Wright, but also on up-and-coming writers such as Randall Kenan and less-known
writers such as Brent Wade and Henry Dumas. Harris-Lopez addresses themes of sexual and racial identity,
reconceptualizations of and transcendence of Christianity, analyses of African American folk and cultural
traditions, and issues of racial justice. Many of her subjects argue that geography shapes identity, whether
that geography is the European territory many blacks escaped to from the oppressive South, or the South
itself, where generations of African Americans have had to come to grips with their relationship to the land
and its history. For Harris-Lopez, "south of tradition" refers both to geography and to readings of texts that
are not in keeping with expected responses to the works. She explains her point of departure for the essays as
"a slant, an angle, or a jolt below the line of what would be considered the norm for usual responses to
African American literature."

The scope of Harris-Lopez's work is tremendous. From her coverage of noncanonical writers to her analysis
of humor in the best-selling The Color Purple, she provides essential material that should inform all future
readings of African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book South of Tradition: Essays
on African American Literature. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Andrew Hall:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline South of
Tradition: Essays on African American Literature suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled South of Tradition: Essays on African American Literatureis the main of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Marlon Taylor:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love South of Tradition: Essays on
African American Literature, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Patricia Rivera:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular South of Tradition: Essays on African American
Literature can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have South of Tradition:
Essays on African American Literature.
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