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A strong sense of nostalgia and a yearning for a simpler life are the accompaniments to the images in Don
James' Pre-War Surfing Photographs. At the end of the Depression and before the beginning of WWII,
James and a small group of friends lived a charmed life in Southern California. When school was out, they
roamed the undeveloped Eden-like coast from Malibu to San Onofre, scraping together gas money for their
worn jalopies, lugging 90-pound wooden boards to the ocean, sleeping in lifeguard huts and makeshift tent
camps in the sand. They lived hand-to-mouth, plucking an endless supply of abalone and lobster from the
ocean and raiding nearby orange and avocado orchards at night. What spending money they had came from
guiding rumrunners to secluded coves, selling fresh fish to local restaurants, life guarding in posh beach
clubs in Santa Monica, or acting as stuntmen and extras for Hollywood films. At that time, there were fewer
than 200 surfers in the entire state, and James and his friends were inventing a beach/surf culture that would
endure for decades. In 1936, at 16 years old, James began chronicling those days with his father's folding
Brownie camera. For water shots, he would place the camera in a homemade semi-waterproof pine box, rest
the box atop his board, and paddle out to the calm water adjacent to the surf. Focal range of the Brownie was
limited, and James preferred to keep his frame uncluttered, so many of the photographs have a similar weight
and balance. The images in Pre-War Surfing Photographs are the result of his preliminary endeavors, the
works that mark the beginning of James' career. Throughout his life, James continued to perfect his skills
going on to take a multitude of elegant surfing photographs, for which he became famous, until his death in
the 1990s.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Blanding:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Don James:
Prewar Surfing Photographs? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Wayne Gaddis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Don James: Prewar
Surfing Photographs suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Don James: Prewar Surfing Photographsis a single of several books this everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Andrea Lampkin:

Don James: Prewar Surfing Photographs can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Don James: Prewar Surfing
Photographs although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

Whitney Ortez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Don James: Prewar Surfing
Photographs.
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