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"Art" has always been contested terrain, whether the object in question is a medieval tapestry or Duchamp's
Fountain. But questions about the categories of "art" and "art history" acquired increased urgency during the
1970s, when new developments in critical theory and other intellectual projects dramatically transformed the
discipline. The first edition of Critical Terms for Art History both mapped and contributed to those
transformations, offering a spirited reassessment of the field's methods and terminology.

Art history as a field has kept pace with debates over globalization and other social and political issues in
recent years, making a second edition of this book not just timely, but crucial. Like its predecessor, this new
edition consists of essays that cover a wide variety of "loaded" terms in the history of art, from sign to
meaning, ritual to commodity. Each essay explains and comments on a single term, discussing the issues the
term raises and putting the term into practice as an interpretive framework for a specific work of art. For
example, Richard Shiff discusses "Originality" in Vija Celmins's To Fix the Image in Memory, a work made
of eleven pairs of stones, each consisting of one "original" stone and one painted bronze replica.

In addition to the twenty-two original essays, this edition includes nine new ones—performance, style,
memory/monument, body, beauty, ugliness, identity, visual culture/visual studies, and social history of
art—as well as new introductory material. All help expand the book's scope while retaining its central goal
of stimulating discussion of theoretical issues in art history and making that discussion accessible to both
beginning students and senior scholars.

Contributors: Mark Antliff, Nina Athanassoglou-Kallmyer, Stephen Bann, Homi K. Bhabha, Suzanne
Preston Blier, Michael Camille, David Carrier, Craig Clunas, Whitney Davis, Jas Elsner, Ivan Gaskell, Ann
Gibson, Charles Harrison, James D. Herbert, Amelia Jones, Wolfgang Kemp, Joseph Leo Koerner, Patricia
Leighten, Paul Mattick Jr., Richard Meyer, W. J. T. Mitchell, Robert S. Nelson, Margaret Olin, William
Pietz, Alex Potts, Donald Preziosi, Lisbet Rausing, Richard Shiff, Terry Smith, Kristine Stiles, David
Summers, Paul Wood, James E. Young
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Richards:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd Edition.

Mary McDonald:

This Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd Edition is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Critical Terms for Art
History, 2nd Edition in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that?

Jerry Montgomery:

This Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd Edition is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd
Edition can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Chris Wolf:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd Edition was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Critical Terms for Art History, 2nd
Edition has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading this.
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