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Between the turn of the twentieth century and the Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954, the way
that American schools taught about "race" changed dramatically. This transformation was engineered by the
nation's most prominent anthropologists, including Franz Boas, Ruth Benedict, and Margaret Mead, during
World War II. Inspired by scientific racism in Nazi Germany, these activist scholars decided that the best
way to fight racial prejudice was to teach what they saw as the truth about race in the institution that had the
power to do the most good-American schools. Anthropologists created lesson plans, lectures, courses, and
pamphlets designed to revise what they called "the 'race' concept" in American education. They believed that
if teachers presented race in scientific and egalitarian terms, conveying human diversity as learned habits of
culture rather than innate characteristics, American citizens would become less racist. Although nearly
forgotten today, this educational reform movement represents an important component of early civil rights
activism that emerged alongside the domestic and global tensions of wartime.

Drawing on hundreds of first-hand accounts written by teachers nationwide, Zoë Burkholder traces the
influence of this anthropological activism on the way that teachers understood, spoke, and taught about race.
She explains how and why teachers readily understood certain theoretical concepts, such as the division of
race into three main categories, while they struggled to make sense of more complex models of cultural
diversity and structural inequality. As they translated theories into practice, teachers crafted an educational
discourse on race that differed significantly from the definition of race produced by scientists at mid-century.

Schoolteachers and their approach to race were put into the spotlight with the Brown v. Board of Education
case, but the belief that racially integrated schools would eradicate racism in the next generation and
eliminate the need for discussion of racial inequality long predated this. Discussions of race in the classroom
were silenced during the early Cold War until a new generation of antiracist, "multicultural" educators
emerged in the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

The book Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Color in the Classroom:
How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Fannie Vincent:

Precisely why? Because this Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Bonnie Howe:

This Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 is great guide for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Cynthia Barksdale:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Color in the Classroom:



How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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