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Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith, who galvanized readers with their Pulitzer Prize–winning
biography of Jackson Pollock, have written another tour de force—an exquisitely detailed, compellingly
readable portrait of Vincent van Gogh. Working with the full cooperation of the Van Gogh Museum in
Amsterdam, Naifeh and Smith have accessed a wealth of previously untapped materials to bring a crucial
understanding to the larger-than-life mythology of this great artist: his early struggles to find his place in the
world; his intense relationship with his brother Theo; and his move to Provence, where he painted some of
the best-loved works in Western art. The authors also shed new light on many unexplored aspects of Van
Gogh’s inner world: his erratic and tumultuous romantic life; his bouts of depression and mental illness; and
the cloudy circumstances surrounding his death at the age of thirty-seven.
 
Though countless books have been written about Van Gogh, no serious, ambitious examination of his life
has been attempted in more than seventy years. Naifeh and Smith have re-created Van Gogh’s life with an
astounding vividness and psychological acuity that bring a completely new and sympathetic understanding to
this unique artistic genius.
 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
 
Praise for Van Gogh: The Life
 
“Magisterial.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
 
“This generation’s definitive portrait of the great Dutch post-Impressionist.”—Time
 
“A tour de force . . . an enormous achievement . . . Reading his life story is like riding an endless roller
coaster of delusional highs and lows. . . . [A] sweepingly authoritative, astonishingly textured book.”—Los
Angeles Times
 
“Marvelous . . . [Van Gogh] reads like a novel, full of suspense and intimate detail. . . . In beautiful prose,
Naifeh and Smith argue convincingly for a subtler, more realistic evaluation of Van Gogh, and we all
win.”—The Washington Post
 
“Brilliant . . . At once a model of scholarship and an emotive, pacy chunk of hagiography.”—The Daily
Telegraph (London)
 
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK
 
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST • THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL • SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE • NPR • THE ECONOMIST • NEWSDAY •
BOOKREPORTER
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Here thing why this kind of Van Gogh: The Life are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Van Gogh: The Life giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Van Gogh: The Life. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Van
Gogh: The Life in e-book can be your alternative.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Van Gogh: The Life, you
may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Wendell Darnell:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Van Gogh: The Life is simple bringing you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Chris Walker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Van Gogh: The Life can give you a lot of good
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Van Gogh: The Life.
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