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As cotton production shifted toward the southwestern states during the first half of the nineteenth century,
New Orleans became increasingly important to the South's plantation economy. Handling the city's wide-
ranging commerce was a globally oriented business community that represented a qualitatively unique form
of wealth accumulation - merchant capital - that was based on the extraction of profit from exchange
processes. However, like the slave-based mode of production with which they were allied, New Orleans
merchants faced growing pressures during the antebellum era. Their complacent failure to improve the port's
infrastructure or invest in manufacturing left them vulnerable to competition from the fast-developing
industrial economy of the North, weaknesses that were fatally exposed during the Civil War and
Reconstruction. Changes to regional and national economic structures after the Union victory prevented New
Orleans from recovering its commercial dominance, and the former first-rank American city quickly
devolved into a notorious site of political corruption and endemic poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Merchants' Capital: New
Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American
South) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Walter Goodwin:

This book untitled The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-
Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Julia Sullivan:

Beside this The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century
South (Cambridge Studies on the American South) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South
(Cambridge Studies on the American South) because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Lavone Anderson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans and the
Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South) can give
you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans



and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South).
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