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Jews have long been a presence in the American South, first arriving in the late seventeenth century as part
of exploratory voyages from Europe to the New World. Two of the nation’s earliest Jewish communities
were founded in Savannah in 1733 and Charleston in 1749. By 1800, more Jews lived in Charleston than in
New York City. Today, Jews comprise less than one half of one percent of the southern population but
provide critical sustenance and support for their communities.

Nonetheless, southern Jews have perplexed scholars. For more than a century, historians have wrestled with
various questions. Why study southern Jewish history? What is the southern Jewish experience? Is southern
Jewish culture distinctive from that of other regions of the country, and if so, why?

Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History addresses these questions through the voices of a new
generation of scholars of the Jewish South. Each of this book’s thirteen chapters reflects a response with
particular attention paid to new studies on women and gender; black/Jewish relations and the role of race,
politics, and economic life; popular and material culture; and the changes wrought by industrialization and
urbanization in the twentieth century. Essays address historical issues from the colonial era to the present and
in every region of the South. Topics include assimilation and American Jewish identity, southern Jewish
women writers, the Jewish Confederacy, Jewish peddlers, southern Jewish racial identity, black/Jewish
relations, demographic change, the rise of American Reform Judaism, and Jews in southern literature.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History
(Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Clarine Davidson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Jewish Roots in
Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Gary Carter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A
New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) as well as others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Jewish Roots in Southern
Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Anthony Bankston:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture,
and Life) when you necessary it?
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