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Whether enemy or aly, demon or god, the source of satisfaction or the root of al earthly troubles, the penis
has forced humanity to wrestle with its enduring mysteries. Here, in an enlightening and entertaining cultural
study, isabook that gives context to the central role of the penisin Western civilization. A man can hold his
manhood in his hand, but who is really gripping whom? I's the penis the best in man -- or the beast? How is
man supposed to use it? And when does that use become abuse? Of all the bodily organs, only the penis
forces man to confront such contradictions: something insistent yet reluctant, atool that creates but also
destroys, a part of the body that often seems apart from the body. Thisis the conundrum that makes the penis
both hero and villain in a dramathat shapes every man -- and mankind along with it. In"A Mind of Its
Own," David M. Friedman shows that the penisis more than abody part. It isan idea, a conceptual but
flesh-and-blood measuring stick of man's place in the world. That men have a penisis a scientific fact; how
they think about it, feel about it, and use it isnot. It is possible to identify the key momentsin Western
history when anew idea of the penis addressed the larger mystery of man's relationship with it and changed
forever the way that organ was conceived of and put to use. "A Mind of Its Own" brilliantly distills this
complex and largely unexamined story. Deified by the pagan cultures of the ancient world and demonized by
the early Roman church, the organ was later secularized by pioneering anatomists such as Leonardo da
Vinci. After being measured "scientifically" in an effort to subjugate some races whileelevating others, the
organ was psychoanalyzed by Sigmund Freud. As aresult, the penis assumed a paradigmatic role in
psychology -- whether the patient was equipped with the organ or envied those who were. Now, after being
politicized by feminism and exploited in countless ways by pop culture, the penis has been medicalized. As
no one has before him, Friedman shows how the arrival of erection industry products such as Viagrais more
than a health or business story. It isthe latest -- and perhaps final -- chapter in one of the longest sagasin
human history: the story of man's relationship with his penis. "A Mind of Its Own" charts the vicissitudes of
that relationship through its often amusing, occasionally alarming, and never boring course. With intellectual
rigor and a healthy dose of wry humor, David M. Friedman serves up one of the most thought-provoking,
significant, and readable cultural worksin years.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Primeaux:

This book untitled A Mind of Its Own: A Cultural History of the Penisto be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

John Jonas:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especidly tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this A Mind of Its Own: A Cultural History of the Penis, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Margaret Velasquez:

The publication untitled A Mind of I1ts Own: A Cultural History of the Penisisthe e-book that recommended
to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher useto explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they shareto you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso can get the e-
book of A Mind of Its Own: A Cultura History of the Penis from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy freetime.

Donna Hufnagel:

Y ou may get thisA Mind of Its Own: A Cultural History of the Penis by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve chalengeif you get difficultiesto your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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